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the medical faculty. In the profession of the law, the state enables associated practitioners to exclude laymen from the bar.
In like manner the unrestricted right of the wage-worker to work at any trade, in any circumstances, with any and all classifications of other wage-workers, is customarily denied by law. Statutes are enforcible for the protection of a body of workers against individuals who may put in jeopardy the safety of their fellows with respect to life, limb or health, between employers and employed under which the latter pass upon the occupational fitness of either apprentices or journeymen seeking to work among them.
Amid the confused list of rights recognized by the capital group, the fundamental concrete and practical declaration is in-contestibly the right of wage earners to organize in trade and labor unions and hence to bargain collectively and to be represented in negotiations by representatives of their own choosing. Once this foundation right is in good faith accepted by employers, they take upon themselves the obligation of modifying all alleged contract rights of wage workers in general which are inconsistent with it as a basic and encompassing principle. In accepting this right they concede to an association of wage workers the right of its self-preservation, and this includes the right when necessary to that end to refuse to work with persons whose acts would tend to destroy the association. When non-associated individuals, asserting their right to "refrain from joining any association" and "to deal directly" with employers as they choose, decide to accept wages lower than an association scale, to work longer hours than the established workday and to put up with working conditions of a worse standard than those obtained by the association, they initiate a competition in the work shop which tends to disintegrate the association.
Thereupon, in the absence of organization, competing workers lower the level of living for the mass to the grade of the most necessitous, and hence finally injure society in general through the helplessness of all to stand up for even the right to live at civilized standards. Prior to the world war, during which the cessation of immigration caused a relative scarcity of labor in this country, the colossal monopolistic industrial corporations systematically reduced their common labor approximately to that level They unremittingly drew upon the vast reservoirs of Europe's underpaid and casually employed workers to supply the